Eli Ives—Practitioner, Teacher and Botanist * by Blumer, George
..: 1,;e
...! . ..
i!t. t i! 7 .
jjiA :iB
ELI IVES
1779-1861
f
%.:!j, Y.!
M.
..!'
lvi
j:..
.1 -.-ELI IVES-PRACTITIONER, TEACHER AND
BOTANIST*
GEORGE BLUMER
A just estimate of the life-work and accomplishments of any man
can only be made in the light of the professional knowledge and
standards of his time. It so happens that the active professional
career of Eli Ives was nearly contemporaneous with the first half of
the nineteenth century. He began practise in 1802 and, though he
did not die until 1861, he retired from teaching and active practise
in 1853, when he was seventy-four years of age. From this time on
he saw only a few selected patients. So far as progress in the philos-
ophy of medicine was concerned the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury was hardly more than a hang-over from the metaphysical
debauch of the eighteenth century. That advancesweremadeduring
this period no one will deny. These were mostly based on the care-
ful correlation of clinical and pathological data, the former largely
based on the pioneer work of the French School inphysicaldiagnosis.
But, after all, these advances were curiously sporadic and, as always,
new medical knowledge filtered down to the average practitioner
very slowly. It does not need any deep delving into the literature
of that day to discover that many a physician was still busily engaged
in evolving fine-spun medical theories from his own inner conscious-
ness and that the bulk of the profession, as far as treatment was con-
cerned, were still wedded to the antiphlogistic regimen of starvation,
bleeding, purging and puking. They still, too, exhibited an almost
childlike credulity regarding the potency of certain vegetable and
other remedies, many of them now banished from the armamen-
tarium of progressive regular physicians, but still lingering, even
to-day, in the potencies of our homeopathic brethren and the recipes
of modern nostrum exploiters. The medicine of the first half of the
nineteenth century, then, was a curious mixture of progress and
stagnation, of scientific insight and unscientific credulity, a condition
which still exists, though we hope to a lesser degree.
I shall not attempt to go into great detail as to the main facts in
the life of Eli Ives. These have already been covered by Mr.
Dexter in his biographical sketches of the graduates of Yale College
* Read before the Beaumont Medical Club, December 16, 1931.
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and, more particularly, by Dr. Henry Bronson, in his Biographical
Notice of 1863. Eli Ives was born February 7, 1779, according
to Mr. Dexter. Dr. Bronson says that his father's record states that
he was born February 7, 1778. As there was no registration of
births in New Haven at that time it is difficult to decide which state-
ment is correct. Eli Ives' father, Levi Ives, was a well-known
general practitioner in New Haven and was one of the contributors
to the Cases and Observations by the Medical Society of New Haven
County, in which he described a case of corrosive sublimate poison-
ing. Both Levi Ives and his son came under the influence of Eneas
Monson, and this influence no doubt had much to do with Eli's
interest in botany. Eli Ives represented the second generation in a
family which contained five generations of physicians. Eli's two
sons, Nathan Beers and Levi, were both well-known practitioners in
New Haven, and he lost a third son while a medical student. His
grandsons, Robert Ives and Charles Linneus Ives, were also well-
known New Haven practitioners, and his great-grandson, Alfred
Stille Ives, studied medicine but never practised in New Haven.
Eli Ives received his B.A. degree from Yale College in 1799, and
from April, 1799, to June, 1800, he acted as Rector of Hopkins
Grammar School. During this period he was studying medicine
under the tutelage of his father and Eneas Monson. Early in 1802
he began practise with his father with the understanding that the
association was to last three months and was for the purpose of
deciding whether Eli could get a foothold in New Haven. The trial
was evidently a success for at the end of that time he set up offices of
his own on Chapel Street, opposite South College, moving in 1805,
the year in which he married Maria Beers, to another office on
Chapel Street just above High Street. In 1812 or 1813 he bought
a large lot on the corner of Temple and Wall Streets, where in 1814
he erected a simple wooden colonial house which fronted on Temple
Street and had a side door on Wall Street leading to his office. This
house still stands, but so transformed by the addition of various mid-
Victorian excrescences that it now simulates in a striking manner the
hideous rococo architecture of the mid-nineteenth century. It 'is
now occupied by the University Patrol and is used as a dormitory.
It is very evident that Eli Ives was successful from the beginning
of his career, not only in gaining the confidence of his patients but
also that of his fellow-practitioners. He was elected a Fellow of the
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State Society in 1806 when he had been in practise for only four
years. He was given an honorary M.D. by the State Medical
Society in 181 1, and the records of the City, County and State Medi-
cal Societies, as well as those of the New Haven Hospital and the
Yale Medical School, show that he took an active part in the work of
all these institutions up to 1853, when he resigned his professorship
and cut down his practise to occasional special cases. In 1860 he was
elected President of the American Medical Association when that
body met in this city, and his last public appearance was as presiding
officer of the New Haven meeting of that Association. He died
October 8, 1861, and was buried in the Grove Street Cemetery.
Eli Ives as a Teacher
Information regarding the teaching capacity of Eli Ives can be
gathered from two sources, the written testimony of his students and
their note-books, of which a number are deposited in the University
Library.
Henry Bronson, who not only sat on the benches under Ives but
was also a private pupil, gives the best description of his appearance
and teaching methods:
He was tall and spare, of a weak organization, with a pleasant counte-
nance and mild blue eyes, unceremonious and unpretending, familiar and
agreeable in manners, and plain in dress. He had a high, somewhat retreat-
ing forehead, which was heavily developed above and around the eyes, in the
region of Gall's perceptive faculties. His appearance as he sat in his blue
cloak with scarlet facing, reading his lecture from loose papers a little dingy
with age, his voice rusty and feeble, his elocution hesitating and difficult,
was not prepossessing. The sentences seemed sometimes broken, and the
thought not always continuous. In many important particulars, he was the
reverse of Dr. Knight. In theory, he adopted Murray's classification of
remedies, but did not allow it to interfere with his freedom of movement.
In truth, he had little system or method, especially in the subdivisions of his
subject; but allowed his thoughts to travel up and down as humor or the
occasion suggested. He would begin anywhere, and ramble all over the
field, gathering whatever was most valuable that came in his way. Fre-
quently in these wanderings, he invaded the neighboring province of Theory
and Practice-often, indeed, seemed about to take up his abode there; but
he always came back, well laden with interesting items, and nobody com-
plained. At short intervals, unmindful of his notes, he would lean forward,
rest his arms on the desk, and after a few preparatory hems, state a case,
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or relate an anecdote, in way of illustration or recreation, alluding, perhaps,
to what Dr. Monson, Sen., Dr. Gilbert, or Dr. Potter [of Wallingford]
had said or done. His pleasantries were heralded by a certain twinkling of
the eyes, and several extra hems which the mirth-loving of the class were
quick to interpret. He was not a good story-teller, but his stories were
piquant and amusing, and all enjoyed them, including the narrator. That
the Doctor could appreciate wit and point, and had a keen relish for the
humorous, was apparent enough.
Notwithstanding his shortcomings, Dr. Ives had many valuable qualities
as an instructor, and gave an excellent practical course. Had he been as
eloquent, he would have been a greater man than Dr. Rush. Fettered by no
theory, indulging in no speculation, but depending mainly on his own abun-
dant resources, he communicated to the class, in his peculiar and familiar
way, the results of the closest observation, and the richest experience-gave
them the knowledge most needed at the bedside of sickness. He had trea-
sured up in his capacious memory an immense store of facts gathered during
many years of discriminating practice and thoughtful study, which he poured
forth in unstinted measure. Every one who heard him, whether novice or
veteran physician, was impressed with the great value of his teachings.
A careful reading of the note-books ofhisstudentsAlvanTalcott,
Levi D. Wilcoxson, J. H. Simmons, his son Levi Ives and his son-
in-law H. A. Tomlinson substantiates Bronson's estimate in every
way. These note-books made clear that, notwithstanding his poor
delivery, he nevertheless proved to be an effective teacher. There
is internal evidence that he was widely read in the medical works of
the day, but that he was by no means dominated by the strange meta-
physical theories of the age. There is abundant proof that he drew
largely not only on his own extensive experience but also on that of
his confreres on the medical faculty. While none of his favorite
stories are recounted, there are passages which clearly indicate the
possession of that saving grace, a sense of humor. His manner may
have been bad but his matter was excellent. A few excerpts from
the notes will make clear many of these points.
His lectures on Materia Medica* reflect strongly his interest in
botany; indeed, as Dean Herbert Smith relates, he is said to have
prescribed with a hoe from the resources of his wonderful botanical
garden. This, when relinquished as a College project, was largely
transplanted in his own backyard.
In his lectures on alcohol he remarks ofwine: "It was very early
* Wilcoxson's notes.
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used as a remedy and sanctioned by divine authority. Take a little
for thystomach's sake." Concerning digitalis he speaks of its cumu-
lative action and says: "This is probably the most dangerous narcotic
we possess. The effect does not so immediately follow the dose as
in other narcotics and sometimes the medicine will not produce any
effect for a week, then in twelve hours the most violent effects
appear which continue for several days."
Concerning tea Ives remarks as follows: "The universal habit
of drinking tea must have a considerable influence on diseases. This
practice diminishes the number of inflammatory diseases but increases
the number of nervous-it particularly multiplies cases of dyspepsia
and those of irregular nervous action which is supposed to arise from
gout. Dr. Rush remarks that when a student at Princeton the
dysentery prevailed among the students, but the students from
Philadelphia who had been accustomed to drinking tea escaped,
while those from the country who drank milk had the disease. The
constant use of tea or any other narcotic has a tendency to effeminate
the system. The habitual use of tea prevents the habit of using
ardent spirits. Tea drinkers are rarely drunkards." Under coffee
the most interesting observation is that it was investigated by
James G. Percival.
Ives' sense of humor can be detected in his consideration of cob-
webs as a therapeutic agent. There is, of course, an old tradition
that cobwebs are valuable in the control of local hemorrhage, but he
refers to the internal administration of cobwebs. He says: "Cob-
web is given in intermittent in dose of five grains, which is as power-
ful as twenty grains; or give the spider itself, or which perhaps is
as good, make the patient think he is about to take the spider."
During his tenure of office as Professor of Materia Medica and
Botany, Eli Ives also lectured, at least part of the time, on the
Diseases of Children*. From the modern point of view his dis-
cussion of many diseases was quite inadequate. He considers con-
genital syphilis in a very stepfatherly fashion, he is quite in the dark
as regards the method of transmission of intestinal worms, and he
treats epilepsy with cathartics. On the other hand, the consideration
of other subjects shows a good deal of insight. He notes that
rickets is said to have originated in England in 1628, a supposition
which is probably due to the fact that Glisson's Monograph of 1650
* Note-book of Lcvi D. Wilcoxson, 1840.
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was the only authoritative work of its time. He states that the
disease was due to the increase in manufacture and the removal of
country folk to large towns. He shrewdly remarks of the sufferers
that "they wanted exercise in the open air." He discusses cholera
infantum at length and recognizes the importance of omitting milk
from the diet, a fact that he may have gotten from Graves. He
describes in some detail six cases of noma or gangrene of the mouth,
in one of which he says that "the breath became very offensive, like
an anatomical room." He notes that mesenteric fever is sometimes
connected with scrofula. He states that tonsilitis may be aborted in
the early stages by sucking a small piece of alum and swallowing the
saliva. His good sense is evident in his remarks on tongue-tie*.
He says, under cutting the frenum: "I have not seen a case where
it was necessary to perform this operation. It is a very frequent
notion among nurses that children are tongue-tied. Dr. Monson
was called in one case to cut the frenum-he remonstrated, the nurse
insisted-he then drew the back of his knife across the frenum with
great success."
His lectures on the Theory and Practice of Medicine are not
without interest. At one period** he adopted the curious physio-
logical(?) system of nosology devised by Dr. John Mason Good, in
which all diseases were arranged under classes and these again were
subdivided into orders, genera and species. There is little doubt
that Good got the idea from Franqois Bossier de Sauvages who, like
Ives, was both a botanist and a physician, and who published his
Traite des Classes des Maladies in 1731. In the notes taken by
J. H. Simmons in 1831, for example, we find Class III Hematica,
order III Exanthematica, Genus II Exanthesis, Species 3rd Exan-
thesis Urticaria. Compared to this system, which is a chamber of
polysyllabic horrors, modern medical nosology is a miracle of sim-
plicity, lay opinion to the contrary notwithstanding. I judge from
Alvan Talcott's notes taken in the same year that Eli Ives was not
especially insistent regarding it. It is interesting to find under the
head of Hydrophobia the following statement: "The bites of Rats
produce sometimes no particular inconvenience, but in some seasons
and on some constitutions they act as a specific poison. They pro-
duce fever-derangement of the alimentary canal-tumors inflam-
* Alvan Talcott's notes, 1829-30.
** J. H. Simmons' notes, 1831.
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mation and ulceration like boils on different parts of the body which
will not secrete healthy pus but give a sanious discharge. After
being apparently cured the disease appears again and often continues
a year. It affects the lymphatics."* This is a pretty clear descrip-
tion of rat-bite fever which has been known for centuries in the
Orient but does not appear in American literature until 1840.
Under Bronchocele or Goitre, which is said to prevail in Ohio
where intermittents do not, is a very modern note on treatment. Ives
advises "Fucus Vesiculosus and Fucus Nodosus given in decoction
and powder and applied in poultice. They contain iodine", he says.
He also recommends "Iodine externally and internally. Tincture
(grains 40 to ounces 2 of alcohol) 10-20 drops diluted." Under
Angina Pectoris, Ives remarks: "Arises from ossification of coronary
vessels or valves and diseases of the chest ... aneurysm of the aorta
at the curvature." He adds, "Doctor Monson would have the
symptoms from hearing others describe their case."
Under intermittent fever he says: "It is said not to exist where
there is no dew. There is no specific treatment . .. bark and arsenic
stand at the head-but not specific."
Concerning yellow fever he remarks: "The question whether
the disease is contagious has been the subject of volumes. It excited
as much interest 30 years ago as politics-and excited the same
unfriendly feelings."
In discussing tuberculosis he mentions Good's three forms and
adds: "There is a dyspeptic consumption which Good does not treat
of. Dyspeptic complaints are very liable to verge into consumption.
The sympathy between the lungs and the stomach is very great."
Eli Ives as a Botanist and Horticulturalist
There is no doubt that Eli Ives' interest in botany was acquired,
in the first place, by association with Eneas Monson, himself an
authority on the local flora, though, according to Francis Bacon,
not nearly as learned in the subject as Ives eventually became.
Indeed a committee of the Connecticut Botanical Society stated
several years ago: "The first resident of Connecticut whose work is
of importance seems to have been Dr. Eli Ives." Kingsley says
* Alvan Talcott's notcs, 1831, vol. ii.
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that Ives' botany was of the old Linnean School and that his studies
in it were directed chiefly with a view to his professional advance-
ment. There is probably a good deal of truth in this statement, for
botany and medicine were much more closely allied in the nineteenth
century than they are in the twentieth, and vegetable remedies were
much more widely used then than they are now. Some idea of the
extent of Eli Ives' botanical knowledge is obtained from the list of
local indigenous plants which he prepared for President Dwight's
statistical account of the City of New Haven (181 1), and from the
much more extensive catalogue of 1156 species which he assembled
with Leavenworth and Tully for Ebenezer Baldwin's History of
Yale College (1841). Several of his published papers in Silliman's
Journal deal with new species which he recognized or originally
described himself. For example, a species of Limosella found "a
few rods south of Mr. Whitney's gun manufactury, on the margin
of the river"; a new species of Asclepias (A. lanceolata) found "on
the sandy plains east of Cedar Hill", and a new species of Gnapha-
lium (Gnaphalitm decurrens) which he describes in an article dedi-
cated to B. Silliman, Esquire. Ives-started in the early days of his
Professorship a college botanical garden which lasted a few years
but was finally abandoned for lack of funds. In his Phi Beta Kappa
oration on chemistry and botany he says of the latter subject: "This
branch of knowledge is recommended by the example of Solomon,
who is recorded to have written of all the plants, from the cedar of
Lebanon, to the hyssop upon the wall." He made extensive botan-
ical collections which, according to Professor A. W. Evans, have all
disappeared. He also had a large botanical library and some of his
books are now in the possession of the department of botany in the
Osborn Laboratory.
Eli Ives was also a horticulturalist of no mean caliber. "His
suburban farm", says Francis Bacon, "sloped west from Gravel Hill
Road [now Prospect Street]." The 1824 map shows that it
extended as far west as Canal Street near which thoroughfare the
buildings were situated. Here he evidently cultivated among other
things grapes, pears and potatoes. Several varieties of pears were
named after him. In 1819 he published an article in Silliman's
Journal "On the Comparative Quantity of Nutritious Matter which
may be Obtained from an Acre of Land when Cultivated with
Potatoes or Wheat." He says: "The nutritious matter of the crop
of potatoes to that of wheat is as 5600 to 1500 or 56 to 15". He
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also published an article on spring pasture in which he discussed
experiments with that ancient Druidical plant the woad, described by
him as nutritious, hardy and insensitive to severe frosts. Mr. George
Seymour has reminded me that at this period the raising of fruit
was a hobby among the intelligentsia, following traditions of French
origin. Eli Ives was a member of the local Horticultural Society
and was president in 1837, at which time he delivered a presidential
address, largely historical, and received prizes for pears and (shade
of Volstead) for foreign grapes.
Eli Ives' Interest in the Purity and Standardization of Drugs
Eli Ives' interest in the purity and standardization of drugs is
indicated by the minutes of the City, County and State Medical
Associations. As early as 1815 Ives was on a Committee of the
State Medical Society to devise the best measures for uniformity in
medicines. This committee evidently suggested the compilation of
a Connecticut Pharmacopoeia but the project was abandoned, doubt-
less on account of the activities of Dr. Lyman Spalding which
resulted in the establishment of a United States Pharmacopoeia.
The pharmacopoeial convention was composed of members, from
various sections of the country, who had held preliminary meetings.
Ives was a member of the so-called northern district convention with
Dr. Tully and was subsequently appointed a member of the national
convention which met in 1820, in the Senate Chamber in Washing-
ton. At this meeting Ives was appointed one of the committee on
publication and in 1830 was chairman of the Second National Con-
vention. In the spring of 1819, Eli Ives, Joseph Foot, Jonathan
Knight and Isaac Goodsell, were appointed by the County Medical
Society a committee "to devise means for establishing an apothecaries
shop". This resulted in the founding of Apothecaries Hall, which
still exists, though no longer under the xgis of the medical profes-
sion. Subsequent minutes record the fact that after the shop was
established Ives was on a committee to supervise the shop with
regard to the quality of drugs sold therein. He was a member of
this committee for several years. He was also active at the instance
of the State Society in petitioning the Connecticut State Legislature
for laws regulating apothecaries, and the minutes of the City Society
show that he was on a committee to consider withdrawing prescrip-
tions from apothecaries who sold nostrums.
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Eli Ives as a Prescriber of Drugs
The note-books of his students and the early prescription-books
of Apothecaries Hall* give a good idea of Ives' method of using
drugs. It is clear that in general he avoided so-called shotgun pre-
scriptions, which is rather remarkable in those days of polypharmacy.
He commonly used single drugs in fairly large doses, with some
excipient to disguise the taste. He did not, as some have claimed,
give heroic doses. He did at times use combinations, as in his well-
known deobstruent pills. The word deobstruent was of his own
coinage and indicated remedies which were supposed to stimulate the
glandular apparatus. The recipe was as follows:
1 Pulv. Sanguinaria 3 ss.
Pulv. Zinci sulph.
Pulv. Aloes Soc. iaa 3T
Make into 4 grain pills
Like his confrere, William Tully, he modified the powder of opium
and ipecac devised by that well-known buccaneer and physician
Thomas Dover. His recipe, sometimes called Ives' powder, is
described in the prescription-books ofApothecariesHallasCamphor-
ated Dover's Powder. The recipe is as follows:
1}Pulv. Opii
Gum Camph. 11
Potass. bitart. Vil
Rad. ipecac. 1
There is also in the files of Apothecaries Hall a recipe for hemor-
rhoids known as Ives' Pile Ointment. It is as follows:
]} Pulv. Camphor
Pulv. Opii aa ss.
Plum. acet.
Cerate simpl. x-i
He used, as would be expected, many drugs now largely fallen into
* These prescription-books were placed at my disposal through the courtesy of
Mr. S. G. Gessner.
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disuse, notably conium and also actea, seneca, butternut, dogwood,
rhododendron, May-weed, wild sage, button-bush, and dog's-tooth
violet. One wonders for what purpose Lu Bradley was given a
prescription of a pound each of cream of tartar and iron filings.
Ives' Interest in Medical Societies and Medical Institutions
It is plainly evident that Eli Ives took an active and continuous
interest in the medical societies and medical institutions of his day.
While he published little-his friends thought far too little,-the
minute-books of the City, State and County Societies are full of
references to his activities on various committees and to his perennial
interest in the symptomatology and treatment of disease. That his
clinical interests were most varied is shown by the diversity of sub-
jects presented by him either in the form of case reports or of more
formal papers. He discussed such varied matters as the therapeutics
of blood-letting, ulceration of the gums, curved spine, whooping-
cough, mumps, scarlet fever, urethral calculus, rheumatism, mem-
branous metritis, paralysis, laryngismus stridulus, scurvy, intermit-
tent fever, cancer, typhus fever, St. Vitus' dance, syphilis, jaundice,
stricture of the rectum, intestinal worms, and many others. He was
a persistent attendant at medical meetings where he constantly dis-
cussed the papers. He presided at a meeting of the City Medical
Society in his eighty-second year and, as already noted, it was at this
age that he made his last public appearance as presiding officer at the
New Haven meeting of the American Medical Association.
It is not necessary to dilate on Eli Ives' association with the Yale
Medical School and the New Haven Hospital. So far as the Medi-
cal School is concerned it is to be noted that his interest in its founda-
tion was, at the beginning, not as a member of the professorial class
but as a practitioner of medicine and an appointed representative of
the State Medical Society. He was apparently on consistently good
terms with his fellow members of the Faculty, though the acidulous
Tully intimates in some correspondence in connection with his own
appointment that he was too prone to compromise. From 1815 to.
1853 he served as a faculty member of the joint committee of the
State Medical Society and the Medical Institution which examined
candidates for the M.D. degree. His interest in the New Haven
Hospital, of which he was one of the founders, is shown by his
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appointment on committees to raise funds, always a painful duty to
one of his temperament, and by his nomination by the State Society
as one of the Committee to procure an act of incorporation from the
Legislature. He was one of the attending physicians from 1835 to
1845, and was consulting physician from 1849 to the year of his
death, 1861. Curiously enough the records of the Directors con-
tain no minute on his decease.
Conclusion
The study of the various data bearing on the life and work of
Eli Ives leads to certain conclusions regarding his character and
personality. While Bronson describes him as being physically "of
a weak organization" we must, I think, question this statement.
Even in these days, thanks to the exertions of Bernarr McFadden,
the "big muscle boys" are popularly accredited with the greatest
strength. However, the endurance of a certain spare but wiry type
of New Englander is so well known that it is hardly necessary to
labor the point. When we consider Ives' multifarious activities it
is obvious that in spite of what Bronson calls a weak organization he
was capable of accomplishing a tremnendous amount of work. In this
brief biographical sketch we have barely mentioned his practise,
which was a large one and which took him in consultation far outside
New Haven, and no man with a weak organization would have been
capable of this and the various other activities herein mentioned.
One need only look at his pictures to get the impression of a
courteous and kindly gentleman. That there was nothing petty
about him is shown by his willingness to allow Eneas Monson the
glory of a full professorship while Ives did all the work as associate
professor. Nor is there any evidence in his published biographies
of a quarrelsome disposition such as characterized some of his asso-
ciates at that time. The obituaries published in the local papers at
the time of his death leave no doubt as to the respect in which he was
held by the public and by his patients. He is described as benevo-
lent, truly pious, and kind of heart, and his memory is said to be one
that will be long remembered with affection and esteem. Making
due allowance for the fulsomeness of newspaper language there can
be no question of the general characteristics of Dr. Ives. Miss
Harrower, a descendant, states that he was an excellent judge of
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horses and that none of his patients bought a horse without consult-
ing him. They would drive up to his office, from which he would
issue, most likely in a dressing-gown, look at the horse's teeth and
hoofs, get the driver to take him around the block and then pass
judgment. He was an excessively modest man as is shown by the
fact that he did not attach to his name the letters warranted by the
various diplomas and degrees of honor which were bestowed upon
him by British and Continental Societies. He so successfully con-
cealed all evidences of these honors that his descendants were never
able to find them.
Regarding his professional capacity there is no doubt that in
spite of the fact that he published but little he was thoroughly
imbued with the scientific attitude of mind. One gets some idea of
his point of view from his Phi Beta Kappa oration, which was
delivered when he was twenty-three years of age. In this he
says: "There are enthusiasts and fanatics, among philosophers, as
well as among sectaries. A science may be as much degraded by
assuming fanciful theories, as by the effects of ignorance. The
German philosophers, who formerly pretended to explain the cause
of a phenomenon, without having previously ascertained its exis-
tence, were no less ridiculous, than some new theorists, who have
attempted to solve certain problems, by words which have no
definite ideas annexed to them, and by principles utterly inappli-
cable. False theory is not peculiar to chemistry. It is to be
found in every department of science." This quotation gives some
idea of his attitude toward scientific matters, and the perusal
of the note-books of his various students definitely gives one the
impression that he was a man of mental independence, not easily
swayed by the many theories which the writers on medicine of that
day propounded. Throughout his lectures his beliefs were based
very largely upon facts observed in his own experience or accumu-
lated in discussion with his various confreres. One finds hardly any
reference in the various note-books to the theories of the day. He
was evidently an individual with an extremely practical turn of
mind, though at the same time a good deal of a student. One
leaves the study of his life with the feeling that here was a man of
considerable talent and of great tolerance who constantly and con-
sistentlyworked to improve himself and to be of service to his fellow
man.
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Signed "A member of the Society"-Henry Bronson says Eli Ives wrote it.
1811. Account of the vegetable productions found in New Haven.
A statistical account of the City of New Haven. Timothy Dwight; New
Haven, Walter and Steele, 1811, p. 29.
A list of 204 local plants with the scientific names and common names in
parallel columns.
1819. Observations on a Species of Limosella, recently discovered in the
United States. Am. J. Sci., 1819, 1, 74.
A description of a new species found a few rods south of Mr. Whitney's
gun manufactory, on the margin of the river, where it is covered by every tide.
1819. Description of a new species of Asclepias. Am. J. Sci., 1819,
1, 252.
An illustrated account of Asclepias lanceolata found on the sandy plains east
of Cedar Hill.
1819. On the Comparative Quantity of Nutritious Matter which may
be Obtained from an Acre of Land when Cultivated with Potatoes or Wheat.
Am. J. Sci., 1819, 1, 297.
He estimates the nutritious matter of the crop of potatoes to that of wheat
as 56 to 15.ELI IVES 663
1819. Description of a New Species of Gnaphalium by Professor Eli
Ives. Am. J. Sci., 1819, 1, 380.
A brief, descriptive paper, illustrated.
1821. On Spring Pasture. Am. J. Sci., 1821, 3, 355.
A discussion of plants suitable for sprihg pasture, especially the burnet, the
vetch and the woad.
1832. An Editorial Statement on Chloric Ether. Am. J. Sci., 1832,
21, 405.
The article contains a letter from Eli Ives in which he refers to the adminis-
tration of chloric ether both by mouth and by inhalation. He reports its value in
difficult respiration due to pulmonary disease.
1837. Extracts from an address delivered by Professor Eli Ives before
the New Haven Horticultural Society at their Annual Meeting in October,
1837. Published by the Society.
General remarks on the history of horticulture and its moral tendencies, with
remarks on the history and purposcs of the New Haven Horticultural Society.
1841. History of Yale College. Ebenezer Baldwin; New Haven,
Benjamin and William Noyes, 1841, pages 264 to 303.
An extensive list of the local phenogamous plants, prepared with Melincs
Leavenworth and William Tully.
1852. Historical Sketch of the Medical Society of New Haven County.
By a member. (A foot-note states Eli Ives, Editor.) Journal and Courier,
October 22nd, 25th, 26th and 27th, 1852.
Sketches of Nesbit, Ebenczer Beardsley, Jared Potter, Leverett Hubbard,
Aeneas Monson, and his fathcr, Levi Ives. Also a brief historical account of the
New Haven County Medical Society.